
 

Aotearoa Environmental Film Festival 
 

NORTHLAND FESTIVAL  1-2 December 
 

Dates and Venues 
 

Saturday 1st December Sunday 2nd December 
Oruru Hall Little Theatre 
Oruru RD Kaitaia Community Centre South Rd 
Peria Kaitaia 

Three sessions Daily 
 

Session 1 12:3 0- 2:30 pm 
Session 2   2:45 - 4:45 pm 
Session 3   5:00 - 7:00 pm 

       
 
Session 1   12:3 0- 2:30 pm.  Total: 1hour 30 mins 
 

Tui Tuia (Unite – be one)   Katrina Jones and Patrica Ortiz:: New Zealand :: 2006 :: 22 mins 
As keepers of other birdsongs, the tui takes us on a journey of sound and vocal mimicry. Two sibling chicks are raised in different 
environments – rural and urban – and illustrate the different range of sounds they adopt.  
 
Alphabet Soup   Ian Connacher:: USA :: 2005 :: 12 mins 
Creatively documents a voyage to explore how ocean currents and air pressure act as a large toilet bowl and accumulates large amounts of 
plastic in the current convergence zone in the Pacific.  
 
 
Ride of the Mergansers          Steve Furman :: USA :: 2006 :: 11 mins 
Platform diving for ducks.  Within 24 hours of hatching, these tiny rare ducklings must make a perilous but highly entertaining dive into the 
lake from the safety of their nest high in the trees. 
 
Intermission 
 
Atlantis Approaching                            Elizabeth Pollock :: USA :: 2006 :: 51 mins    3rd Place NZ Film 2007 Reel Earth 
Will the tiny island nation of Tuvalu vanish between the waves as the sea slowly rises in a warming world? Journey into the heart of 
Polynesia for a look at global warming and sustainability through the colourful lens of an island microcosm. 

 
Session 2   2:45- 4:45 pm.  Total: 1hour 48 mins 
 

Happy Planet          Dhimant Vyas :: India :: 2007 :: 3 mins 
Happy Planet gives us a glimpse into that simple yet breathtaking beauty of the planet we evolved from.  It evokes the need to conserve the 
environment and save it from extinction.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A Stake in Our Future  Cushla Francis, Marita Hunt & Grace Stephens :: New Zealand :: 2006 :: 5mins 
Whangarei Girls High students explore history and future, with reference to climate change. 
Geckos Rock                            Jinty MacTavish and Julia Kelbling :: New Zealand :: 2007 :: 24 mins 
A nimble camera takes you on a journey with Tony – a true southern man and dedicated gecko guru who is committed to exploring the alpine 
gecko’s last strongholds – and protecting them.  
 
Intermission 
 
A Hard Rain          David Bradbury :: Australia :: 2007 :: 77 mins    Best International Feature 2007 Reel Earth 
‘A Hard Rain’ exposes the hidden agendas behind the latest push for Australia to ‘go nuclear’& presents a compelling and frightening 
argument against it.  By legendary activist and filmmaker David Bradbury. 

 



 
Session 3   5:00- 7.00 pm.  Total: 1hour 35 mins 
 

Polluted Piako Theresa Speedy and Kayla Leonard :: NZ :: 2007 :: 7 mins 
100% Pure NZ rivers???  Made by a primary student film crew, it documents the pollution and clean up of a river in the Hauraki Plains. 
 
True Cost of Food Tate Hausman:: USA :: 2004 :: 15 mins  
Traces the real costs of supermarket and farmer's market foods.. 
 
 

Mad Mac and the Flat Ugly Snail      Bill Morris & Kate Bradbury :: NZ :: 2006 :: 22 mins   Best NZ Film 2006 Reel Earth  
An innovative look into the history of the NZ paua industry, through the eyes of one it’s most colourful men. 
 
Intermission 
 
The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil :: Faith Morgan:: USA :: 2006 :: 53 mins    
When the Soviet Union collapsed in 1990, Cuba faced new challenges of how to feed its people and create a new, low-energy society. Today 
it provides an example of community in action after facing a drastic reduction in fossil fuels and other imports. Learn how the Cubans 
transitioned from large-scale industrial agriculture to small organic farms and urban gardens and how their communities became stronger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Richard Lee Ph 09 408 1086; john@ecocentre.co.nz 


